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' COUNTY LIBRARY 
' EXAMI BATON 


NOT AFRAID OF TAXES!! 





"I'm in favor of establishing a free 
county library even if it should mean inoreas- 
ing the tax valuations of our property. We 
spend money on our automobiles and other things 
we want and never seem to think about our chil- 
dren, who are our greatest assets," 

' This farsighted, courageous statement was 
made by the Honorable Henry Marshall, Mayor 
of Sweetwater, on February 26 in Sweetwater, 
at a county-wide meeting for sounty library 
establishment, 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE: LET'S PUT OUR SHOULDER TO TIT: WHEEL. On the evening of March 
18th, 1941, the air-waves carried an interestins discussion of the effect of 
the present World War on literature. During his part of the program,Alex- 
ander Woolcott made the following vital statement: "Don't let anyone tell you 
we do not need books in this war, In the next few months, in the next few 
years we will need books as never before,"* 

Librarians, is not this our call to arms? “then all our country is mass- 
ing its energy,money, equipment, and resources for National Defense--what are 
we doing? The whole success of the defense vrogram depends on speed, accuracy, 
and thorourhness; be it trainins of troops, building of submarines, testing of 
fighter-vlanes, or sock-lknitting, and bandaze-rolling. And our profession 
stens to the forefront with the training, the experience, and the close famil- 
iarity necessary for the promot, and efficient dissemination of knowledge to 
discussion tables, to drawing-boards, to machine-factories,to assembly lines, 
to field tents, and to hospital beds, We are the men and women who, like 
arteries, can carry the bloodstream of facts and figures to every limb of De- 
fense,. 

Now, we have by no means been left at the nost. The War Department, 
while determinec to be responsible for its own library program, has requested 
and heeded much useful advice from the librarian of Conzsress and several com- 
mittees of the A,L,A. The Morale Division of the “jar Department is responsi- 
ble for the establishment of libraries to serve men in army posts and train- 
ing units. Professional librarians are bein~ chosen to organize and direct 
this field of war work, and it is hoped that each camp of sufficient size to 
merit a Service Club will also be endowed with a library of technical and 
recreational material. A number of these camns are being organized here in 
Texas with the assistance and supervision of Ferdinand Henke, librarian of 
the Eighth Corps Area, stationed at Fort Sam Houston, The Navy Department 
plans to continue the library servicc it has maintained since the last World 
War. Ships and submarines have small but widely varied book collections that 
average about two books per man ver vessel, and are placed in charge of a 
naval officer, Shore stations havc mvch larrer collections to serve larger 
personnels and are administered by a trained librarian chosen from the Civil 
Service list of junior librarians, Thc navv has lons maintained an appro- 
priation of about forty-seven cents per man for books alone, How does forty- 
seven cents compare with the similar appropriation of twelve cents per capita 
for books, which is the averacc in library budgets in Texas? 

But the post, camp, and station libraries will scrve only the front line 
of the national defenso program. There are the expanding needs of Industry, 
an Industry which proposes in a fcw weeks time to turn out not plow-shares but 
bomps; not tractors but tanks; and not nassenzvor steamers but swift battle 
cruisers, zun-boats and air-craft carricrs. Our contributions to this assem-= 
bly line are craphs and charts, specifications and proccdures, maps and fig- 
urcs, formulac and equations, gfarnercd from cvery laboratory and bureau in 
the country and distributed directly to thc man on thc job. We must house- 
clean our shclvcs, weeding out obsolete technical matcrial and replacing 
worn tattered conios of still uscful authoritics,. The domand for thesc books 
will be heavy and constant, We must have house-plans, diagrams of engines, 
operating data, books on varnishcs, lathes, welding, cookinfr, and tclescopcs, 
recipes for glue and nitroglyccrine, ‘dc must work--sclocting, ordering, pre=- 
paring, and arrancing our material--beforc others can work, 

*Quotation follows scnse rather than actual wording uscd by Woollcott, 
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But there is still another group who needs our attention no less keenly, 
because they stand not in the spotli~ht of the first line of defense, nor in 
2 the vitally important second line. Our civilian population needs us now more 
than ever. In a day when propaganda is a mighty weapon, when the truth is a 
thing seldom discovered except by diligent searching, can we librarians for- 
get the pressing duty of selection? We must present the facts, first-hand in- 
formation, eye-witness accounts, and quoted statements. We must keep our tax- 


r, payers and home-makers aware of our nation's policies, fluctuations in trade, 

p foreign crises, and budzet problems. ‘Ve must continue to assist and enlarge 
the vocational training program which many industrial and technical schools 

‘ have put into operation on a twenty-four hour, six-day schedule. Nearly 


a thousand cities with vocational training schools have made the facilities 
available for defense training. Students learn such skills as patterne- 
making, welding, drafting, electrical wiring, machine shop practicc, sheet 
metal working, and auto mechanics. A reovort from John W. Studebaker, Ue. Se 
Commissioner of Education, to Paul V. Mcllutt, Federal Security Administrator, 
asserts that, if the present rate of progress continues, nearly 1,000,000 
persons will be trainec defense workers by June 30th, 1941. 

In recognition of these greatly macnificd demands on library services, 
the A.LeA. Committee on National Defense Activities and Libraries prepared a 
questionnaire to be scnt to 150 librarics located in the country's large in- 
dustrial centres, The purpose of this study was twofold: to enable the in- 
dividual library to assess its present resources and discover inadequacies, 
and to establish proof of the claims of A.leA. to the importance of libraries 
in the defense program, Texas libraries receiving the circular included 
Beaumont, Dallas, Fort Worth, Galveston, Houston, and San Antonio public li- 
braries, and Harris and Tom Green county librarics. This twenty-four page 
questionnaire might be well used by every library, large or small, in checking 
their stock against possible necds.* 

Anothcr five=-page circular was prepared by the Federal Security Agency of 
the U.S, Office of Education to determine "public library facilities and needs 
in the defense arcas", and whether fcccral aid will be necessary to eke out 
state anc community funds, Librarics wishing a copy of this form may secure 
one from the Texas State Library, Extcnsion Divisione 

Texas librarics have becn diliccnt in answering and returning these forms 
and the replics indicatc our response to a critical situation. Mineral Wells 
Public Library reports the rcading room crowded with soldicrs who want to read 
or to continuc studying some subjectinberrupt«d by the call to the army. Some 
twenty thousand soldicrs arc expectca to be stationed there before longe Tom 
Green County Public Library reports seventy-four officers and men rogistered 
free as borrowerse Abilene Public Library serves Camp Barkley men on payment 
of a regular fee of $1.50. The Board may make some change in this arrangement. 
La Retama Public Library has been buying extensively in aviation and technical 
material to care for the needs of the new naval and air station at Corpus 
Christi and extcnds free scrvicc to all newcomers quartered within the city 
limits. 51l°Paso rcports about 20,000 mcn at Fort Bliss dependent on a Post Li- 
brary of 17,000 volumes and the limitcd rcsources of the Public Library. 

They hope to cstablish a small branch soon in the new Administration Building. 








* For an analysis°df this questionnaire see pare 4 
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There is not one of us who is not wondcrinz how to meet this advancing 
wave of necds. We must use every argument for increased budgets, larger ac- 
commodations, and more trained assistants. Expenses must be pared closer and 
closer, but library activity and uscfulness must be geared up to high speed. 
Librarians have ever been penny-pinchcrs and bargain-huntcrs. We are skilled 
in the art of strotching small budscts to cover many needs» Now our money 
must go further than at any time in our poverty-stricken past. Much of the 
most necded types of information will be obtainable from the U.S. Government 
publications. A Weekly List of Selected U. S. Government Publications may he 
received free from the Superinteondsont of Documents, Govornment Printing Office, 
Washington, D. Ce This material is authorotative, up-to-the-minute, wide in 
scope, concise in troatment, and above all, inexpensive. 


-0= 
NATIONAL DEFENSE: A QUESTIONNAIRE FOR WIDE-AWAKE LIBRARIANS. A questionnaire 
propared by the A.L.A. Committeo on National Dofenso Activities and Libraries 
with the help of tho Dcotroit and Minneapolis public librarics, is so thorough 
amd comprehensive in its scopo and attack that an analysis of it appears here 
for the benefit of all librarians who wish to assoss and evaluate their re- 
sources. The study is divided into four parts which cover every phase of li- 
brary preparednoss. Our analysis will summarize the first three parts which 
seem most pertincnt to our problem of finding out what we have and what we 
need. 

Part One aims to discover the increased strain on libraries from the 
needs of national defense workcrs and those rccoiving dcfunse occupational 
training; and how these nocds are bcing mete 

1. Do you perceive increascd demands from proscnt industrial training? 

2. Givo (1) no. of circulating volumcs owned, (2) no. of guch volumes 
now on shclvcs, om the followinz subjccts: attomobilcs, aviation, clectrici- 
ty, foundry, machinc shop, mathcmaties, mechanical drawing and blue print 
reading, pattcrn making, radio, shcct metal, shipbuilding and naval architcc- 
ture, structural stcol, woldinc, woodworking. Check subjccts for which there 
is incrcascd dcmand, Estimatc no. of additional volumcs nccdcd. 

5e Is your proscnt stock usuable for prescnt and futurc demands? 

4. WNotc age and general charactcr of your collogtions on thcso subjects. 
Would simpler treatments be dccsirablc? Or more tcchnical? 

5. Sinec last yoar haye you incrcascd your buying of books in vocation- 
al and technical subjects? 

6. Have you bcon able to obtain additional purchasing funds? 

7. Havo you solicited funds from industrics with training programs? 

8. Arc you limited in mecting known or possiblé necds by lack of cnough 
qualificd personnel? Or of spocializcd nersonnel? 

9. Using the following list of agcnci.s intcrcsted in training pcople 
for dofensc industry positions, check whcthcr your library can mcct known 
needs, or cannot mect such needs: enginccring societics, trade and vocation- 
al schools, training courses in industrial plants, vocational and tradc courses 
in public schools, college and university trade or ongincoring courses, labor 
organizations, NeYsA., CoC.Co, PeAn, YoMeCoA., Y.W.C.A, hospitals, Note 
changes in quantity or quality of dcmands of any of these agoncics. 

10. Have you made contacts with any of thc above agan¢ics in order to 
integrate library scrvice with their programs? 

ll. What cooperative mcasurcs have you undertaken with other librarics, 
or yorr state library aoncy? : 

12. Have you modificd «xistinre library scrwiccs, or jnstallod any 
spccial scrviccs to moc} industrial training nocds? 
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Part Two seeks to discover ways in which libraries can assist in pro- 
viding information needed by firms, orfanizations and individuals‘in connec- 
tion with the present emergency. 

1. Using the following list of industrics, check (1) whether such an in- 
dustry is located in your community, (2) if there is an increased demand for 
information on (a) specifications, how and where to bid for defense orders, 
etc., (b) recent developmonts in Washington, rulings on defense orders, legal 
interpretations, etce, (c) directory information, names and locations of other 
industries, names and addresses of officers, etce, (d) technical and scientif- 
ic subjects, formulas, patents, scientific terms, scientific publications, 
etce: airplane engines, airplanes, chemicals, chemical warfare, coal, heat, 
light, power, iron and steel, leather, lumber, machine tools, minerals, muni - 
tions, optical instruments, ordnance, petroleum, plastics, protcctive coatings 
(paints, lacqucrs, plating), rubber products, shipbuilding and naval architec- 
ture, submarines, synthetic rubber, tanks, textiles, trucks, warships. 

2. What defense industries will be established in your community next 
year? 

3. What organizations or individuals other than those engaged in defense 
industry are using those particular refcrence services? 

(Sce also questions 5, 8, and 12, of Part One.) 

Part Three seeks to di cover how libraries may holp to promote a clearer 
understanding by individuals, groups and agencics of the social and civic pro- 
blems facing America today. 

le Chock the following list of subjects to estimate demands (1) no in- 
croase, (2) some increaso, ¢s) great increase: war and military defense, aims 
and charactcr of the totalitarian powers, international problems in Europe 
and in Latin America, trado relations, uncmployncnt, youth problems, propagan= 
da methods. 

2e Do you find that pamphlets hely to meet the demand in these fields? 
Are they a satisfactory substitute for books? Do you duplicate pamphlots 
freely? Do you make special efforts to circulate them? What special display 
methods have you found cffective? 

Se The following agencics may be trying to promote in your community 
an understanding of the present crisis& Adult cducation groups, American 
Association of University Womon, Amcrican Legion, Business and Professional 
Women's Club, Council of Social Agoncics, D.A.R., forum and discussion clubs, 
labor organizations, Lceaguc of ‘Yomen voters, men's service clubs (Kiwanis, 
Lions, Rotary), Paront-Teachcr associations, patriotic, religious organizations, 
rural groups (Farm burcau, Grange) social and welfare agencies, tcachers as- 
sociations, women's clubseCheck whethor such agencies oxist , and to what ex- 
tent they use the library. 

4, What efforts have you made recontly to stimulate library use by con- 
tacts and cooperation with leadcrs of such groups? 

=-O0= 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY BOOK LISTS: American Library Association 
520 North Michigan Avec. Chicago, Ill. 


Aeronautic Training for National Defense Military Training for National 
Canada; A Reading Guide and Bibliography Defcnse 

Children's Books about Latin America The Dangers to Domocracy 
Enginccring Defense Training Industrial Training for National 
Latin America; Books for North Amcrican Defense 

Readers .° The Shop's Library 


(25¢ cach; 10 copios, $1; 25, $2; 50, $3; 100, $5) 
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TRAINING FOR LIGRARIANSHIP--TODAY, TOMORROW, Mr. Phineas Lawrence Windsor, 
who, until his recent retiroment, had been for thirty years Librarian and 
Director of the Library School of the University of Illinois, was guest of 
honor at a dinner given by the Austin Library Club on February °c. Hr. 
Windsor was librarian at the University of Toxas before he went to Illinois. 
He spoke informally to the group, recalling tho beginning of the University 
of Texas Library and outlining somo objectives for the future. In particu-~- 
lar, he emphasizod the nood for a school of library science at the University. 

In considering the work of the library school of the future, Mr. Windsor 
stated that it had been his experience, that the college graduates often found 
the work of the first year in library school unintorosting because of tho 
large amount of routine and clerical work that is now neccssarily a part of 
the first year curriculum, If pre-training in some of the fundamentals of li- 
brary science could bo given as a part of the undergraduate work in a number 
of state colleges, the first ycar of graduate work could be made much moro in- 
teresting, Mr. Windsor thinks. 

There has already been, in the last ten years, considerabtc change in the 
material and methods of the library school. This chamgo hes been brought a- 
bout by the constantly increasing size of librarics and the addition of new 
types of materials, other than books, such as music, records, microfilm, and 
the like. Mr. Windsor belicvces that the Iibrary school of the future must 
more and more alter its curriculum to meet these changing needs, More empha- 
sis on courses of library administration should also be placed in the first 
year work, according to Mr, Windsor. The beginning librarian would gain 
through such courses a broader view of the whole field of library work and a 
better understanding of the problems that confront tho head librarian. 

For a second year of graduate work, Mr. Windsor feels that the omphasis 
should be on thc wider’ cultural possibilitics of librarignship. The graduate 
school should turn out, not a mcre snvecialist in library mechanics, but a 
librarian able to make somo contribution to the cultural devcolopment of his 
community. With this object if mind, the librarian should devote himself, in 
a second yoar of craduatc work, to bocoming an authority in the literature of 
some ficld. 

Eventually, in ordor that tho library profcssion may become truly a pro- 
fession with equal ranking with other professions, tho library school should 
look forward to granting the Ph. D. in library scicnce, 


«tie 


WILBARGER COUNTY LIBRARIAN HONORED, Miss Lillian Nowton, who has bcen 
librarian of thc Wilbarger County Library, Vernon, sinoc 1923 was awarded tho 
Junior Chamber of Commerce distinguished community service plaque for 1940. 
Presidents of the outstanding organizations of the county voted in making tho 
award, and included the Chamber of Commercc, Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
United Charitics, Rotary Club, City Parcnt Teachor Association, County Fedcr- 
ation of Women's Clubs, American Legion, Legion Auxiliary, Lions Club, Opti- 
mist Club, Wilbargcr Bar Association, County Medical Association, County School 
Superintendent, Mayor of Vernon and the Wilbarger County Judgc. 

Such recognition is, unfortunatcly, rarc for librarians and library 
service, and this is evidenae of unusual work on the part of the librarian and 
appreciation on the part of the people of Wilbarrer County. 

-O= 
LIBRARIES AND CHANGE. "For myself I can say only.this: that I do not believe 














libraries, any more than any other institutions created by men, can be set 
above change; that librarianship, like every other human activity, must be 


continuously reinvented if it is to live."~-Archibald MacLeish, Librarian of 
Congress, 
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TEAAS STATE LIBRARY BUILDING PROJECT NEEDS SUPPORT. In its dovelopment of 
the program the Texas iJomants Press Association is seeking the passage of 
Senate Bill 306 at the present Regular Session of the Legislature, The Cap- 
tion of the Bill reads: 

"An ACT providing for the creation of a SPECIAL AGENCY OF STATE, 

to serve thc STATE GOVERIMENT, in the development of THE TXAS STATE 

LIBRARY, THE TEXAS EISTORICAL AND EDUCATIONAL CENTER PROJECT, origi- 

nally sponsered by THE TEXAS WOMAN'S ‘PRESS ASSOCIATION- the PROJECT 

being a CITIZEN MOVEMENT TO SECURT A ‘NEW HOME FOR TEXAS* ONR-iUNDRED~ 

YEAR-OLD STATE LIBRARY, and’ to create ‘TH® ‘TEXAS HISTORICAL AND EDUCA- 

TIONAL CENTER THROUGH THE DONATION OF N&CESSARY FUNDS, AS A GIFT TO 

THE STATE~ the Association at present coordinating necessary forces 

to achieve a rightful collective leadership, representative of ‘the 

STATS OF TEXAS and its CITIZENS; providing certain rules and regula- 

tions therewith; DiCLARING TEIS AGENCY ONE OF EMERGEIICY." 

The Senate hearing is set before the Scnate Finance Committee April 16, 
at 2 Pelis, in the Senate Finaance Committee room, Capitol Building. The hear- 
ing is open to the public. The date for the House has not beon sete 

Qu 

COUNTY LIBRARIES IN TEXAS. Texas now has twenty-cight county-wide, tax- 
sunnorted libraries, thirtccn of which havc been establishcd within the last 
four voarse This growth comparts favorably with other states, especially with 
our “pattcrn" state, California, (thc Texas county library law was patterned 
almost ver batim after thc California law) which, in 193f, folt much elated 
over tho establishment of one count y library in two yoarse California now is 
almost entirely covered with county-wide library scrvicce) 

Texas county libraries recently cstablished are: 1937, Travis (contract 
with Austin Public), Rusk, Jim Hoggs 1938, Carson, Ector, Hutchinson; 1939, 
Winklor, Wharton, Upshur, Nucccs; 1940, Wilson, Brazoria, El Paso. (In these 
last two countics appropriations were made in 1940, and the libraries will 
soon begin service.) 
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DALLAS COUNTY MAKES A START. The County Commissioners? Court in Dallas 
County has, in the 1941 budget, allowed ‘1,500 as a start for county library 
service. The ‘1,500 will be dividcd among five of the larger towns in thc 
county, no including the city of Dallas, cach town to have {$25 a month for 
a custodian's salary, thc town to match this amount for books, The county 
library committce, headed by Mrs, Vcrnon Je Van Reekum of Dallas, fcols very 
encouraged over this beginning, as much effort for the past four ycars has 
been made for county library establishment. Dallas County is the sccond rich- 
est county in Texas, with taxablo values at $300,127,510 in 1940, an increase 
of $9,059,080 over 1939, 





Om 
BRAZORIA COUNTY DOES THE BESTsg Of the wealthicr countics which havo 
recently madc appropriations for county library ostablishmcnt, Brazoria 
County has done the best for its residents, as the following figures © 
indicate: 





Asscssed Population County Library 
County Valuation To be Served Appropriations 

















Brazoria *, 52,751,356 25,300 $11,800 
El Paso ’ 73,750,690 28; 800 ‘ 6,500 
Dallas “300,127,510 51,200 1,500 
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University of Michigan 
General Library 
Ann Arbor, Mi¢higan 
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